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December 3 

“Oh, come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.” 

Advent is all about waiting. My parents’ generation is actually 

pretty good when it comes to waiting. My generation – the tail 

end of the Baby Boomers, is just awful about waiting; and my son’s 

generation is worse, if that’s even possible. Today, pretty much 

everything we need or want is right at our fingertips. Thanks to 

the internet, email, Federal Express, and supersonic jet travel – 

there just isn’t much we have to wait for any more. 

As the organist of a liturgical church – I stand in the very center of 

an agonizing discussion every winter – “Why can’t we sing 

Christmas carols before Christmas? We don’t want to wait until 

Christmas because we’re all Christmas Caroled out by then. If you 

let us sing Christmas Carols during Advent – it will help us get in 

“the mood” for Christmas.” 

I realize that a big part of the problem with getting “in the mood” 

for Christmas in Florida is the fact that the grass and trees are still 

green, and the temperature and the humidity are in the eighties. 

But if we don’t sing Advent hymns during Advent, when will we 

sing them?  And for that matter – do we really need Advent at all? 

We need Advent because it helps us think about a very important 

topic – “What would our lives be like 

without Jesus?” In the season of Advent, we 

sing and pray about the coming of our 

Savior, and we are so excited about his 

upcoming arrival!  

To help us in our waiting, the hymn, “O 

Come, O Come, Emmanuel” gives us a 

glimpse of what our lives will be like once Jesus arrives. We sing 

that God will be making the way to heaven safe for us, and that 



the path to misery will be closed – for good. Sounds to me like 

that’s something worth waiting for. 

Gracious heavenly Father, help us to be better at waiting - and to 

realize that the gift of your precious Son, our Savior, is truly worth 

waiting for. Amen. 

James Sawyers, Jr., 2002 

December 4 

Waiting 

Wait for the Lord. Be strong. Let your heart be strong. Yes, wait for the 

Lord. Psalm 27:14 

Waiting is a very hard thing to do. Think about all the wonderful 

things that have happened to you in a lifetime. I am sure that at 

least 90% of them you had to wait for, such as: 

 Birthdays 

 Special dates—prom 

 Going on a trip 

 Birth of a child/grandchild 

 Wedding 

 Anniversary 

 Family reunions 

These are just a few of the events that happen in our earthly life. 

Now let’s think about our eternal life. Yes, we are waiting, but oh 

how it is worth the wait. As we prepare for our Lord’s birth we 

will be filled with joy for all that lies ahead. The waiting is not 

hard when we know that at the end of the waiting we are filled 

with happiness, joy, and thankfulness. Waiting in a line or in a 

traffic jam should no longer bother us—because at the end of all 

our waiting is Home. God bless us all as we wait! 

Dottie Pihl  



December 5 

I wait for the Lord, my soul wants, and in His word I hope; Ps. 130:5 

I think that waiting is hard. And waiting for Christmas is even 

harder. So, the day after Christmas, we all realize we must wait an 

entire year just to have Christmas again. Christmas means a lot to 

me. Just thinking about it makes me excited. And it’s not just 

because of the presents. It’s mainly because I get to see almost all 

of my family members come together and exchange presents, tell 

jokes, eat dinner together, and just have fun. One of my favorite 

Christmas memories is when I was sitting in my grandma’s living 

room, watching the adults exchange presents, and the biggest 

present (Which I found out 

was a basketball door 

hoop) had me and my 

sister’s name on it! I enjoy 

Christmas, but just 

recently, because I am 

getting older, I realized 

that Christmas isn’t just 

about opening presents. 

Christmas is because Jesus 

Christ was born on that 

day. Get it: CHRIST-mas?  

“Dear God, bless all people that may be having a tough time or 

that have high anticipation for Christmas and other holidays. 

Amen.” 

Alexa Smith 

  



December 6 

How do you prepare for things – especially the unknown? Are 

you a massive planner or do you just wait and see what is going 

to happen? 

“Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what 

I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” (Mark 13:35-37) 

This passage reminds us about the importance of keeping awake 

and being watchful. Only the Father knows when that day will 

come. You may hear many people talking about the “end times” 

and having a check list of things to do to prepare for your way to 

salvation. As Lutherans, we believe that salvation comes from the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and there is nothing that 

we need to do – no check list of things to complete. How awesome 

is that? So how do we stay awake? We get to live and love freely 

as a way of preparing. We are freed from sin so we can love and 

serve others. So time to stop worrying about the future and get 

excited about the possibility of what the future is going to bring! 

Dear Lord, give us the courage to remember who we are in the 

midst of all the pressure and planning. Please give us peace and 

open our eyes to all the opportunities to serve in this time of 

waiting. Amen 

Jill Lawniczak 

 

December 7 

At that time They will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 

and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift 

up your heads and see, because your redemption is drawing near. Luke 

21:28 



When I am walking out in public places I am amazed how many 

people have their eyes firmly affixed to their smartphones, 

oblivious to what is going on around them. Heads-down-walking 

without even looking up.  

Part of the scripture verse, lift up your heads and see; your redemption 

is near at hand, seems to address this very phenomenon, even to 

the last words, at hand.  

While it is easy to judge those who are glued to their phones, 

“they need to get a life, to interact with those who are around 

them or to just put the darn thing in their pocket and enjoy God’s 

creation and the wonderful world around them,” Where do we 

have our heads? What is our focus? What are we looking at? What 

path are we on? Have we ever looked how beautiful our blue skies 

are and what a gift from God that is each day? We were blessed to 

be right in the path of the total eclipse this summer and the only 

thing I could do was cry…. what a gift. When light returned 

everyone clapped – was that thanking God for his constant 

presence in our lives? 

This Advent season, have we been immersed in the online and 

print ads for the must-have Christmas presents, or are we taking 

the time to look at the path the Lord has laid out for us to follow 

each and every day?  

Are we open to God’s constant presence around us and his desire 

to guide our each and every step? Those of you who know me 

well will know one of my favorite statements and I believe is GOD 

GETS IN YOUR DETAILS IF YOU WILL JUST LET HIM!  

So just what should we do? For starters, the obvious.  

We can take time to unplug ourselves from the computer and 

smartphone. Then reflect on God’s presence in our lives and, more 

specifically, the path we are walking and where we are headed. 

Realize that God’s presence with you is not just at worship but 

with each and every step we take on our journey called life. We 

can be grateful for the gifts which we have received and will 



receive today, be it the kind word from a co-worker or friend, or 

the love we receive from members of our family. Thank God for 

His steady, guiding hand as we walk our chosen path.  

During Advent season and after Christmas we need to find time 

to quietly and humbly serve those in need, and to always seek 

justice. The celebration of His birth should focus us and cause us 

to recommit our efforts to follow the path God has set before us 

and wants us to follow, each and every day.  

Maybe all we need to do is lift up our heads.  

Father during this busy season please help us to LIFT OUR 

HEADS towards you and follow your path to the manger and not 

the commercial path to Christmas. AMEN 

Anita Hans  

December 8 

Taken from the Latin word for “coming,” Advent is a time in 

which we wait for the birth of our Lord and Savior who will free 

us of our sins. Christmas is the day when Jesus Christ comes into 

the world, and Advent is the time leading up to that day. We light 

candles during Advent to represent the light of Christ entering the 

darkness of our world. The candles are placed on a 

circular Advent wreath made of evergreen leaves, 

symbolizing eternal life. When the fifth candle is lit 

on Christmas, we know He has come.  

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent 

the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 

virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 

angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 

Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give 



birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 

be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.” Luke 1:26-33 

Dear God, give us patience to wait for your Son in this Advent 

season. Give us the power to provide good works to those who 

need it in this time of waiting. Allow us to rejoice on the day 

where the waiting is over, and Jesus has come into the world. 

Amen. 

Andrew Wise 

 

December 9 

“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” – Mark 

1:1 

It is a bit surreal, abiding in Advent during the “church year” that 

features lectionary readings from the Gospel according to Mark, 

as Mark makes no mention of the birth of Jesus. Instead, Mark 

focuses on the birth of the Good News, starting with the baptism 

of Jesus by John in the River Jordan and following the three-year 

public ministry of Jesus over ten action-packed chapters before 

using the remaining six chapters to linger in the week or so that 

includes death and resurrection.  

In our NRSV translation, Mark uses the word “immediately” 

twenty-seven times, including twenty-four times in those ten 

action-packed chapters. I suppose that is something many of us 

can relate to in the busy-ness of getting ready for Christmas. We 

move “immediately” from purchasing to wrapping and mailing 

presents, and “immediately” from decorating our homes to 

baking cookies and planning parties.  

Do we remember to also linger, less “immediately” and more 

deliberately? Advent can be a powerful time to ponder not only 

why God would become human for our sake, but also how the 



Good News is reborn and magnified each time we tell others 

about it, whether by our words or through our deeds. So, let us do 

it. Ponder and tell! 

Lord, help us prepare our hearts so that we always remember we 

are meant to be part of the “they” in Mark 16:20 (“And they went 

out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord 

worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that 

accompanied it.”). 

Lois Ann Sorensen, Seminarian 

 

December 10 

Are You Prepared? 

Shopping is done. Gifts are wrapped. Dinner is prepared and on 

the table. Kids are dressed and at the ready. The house is 

decorated. Tree lit and beautiful. A thousand lights shine on the 

trees and bushes outside. Santa just can’t miss! We are 

PREPARED! But, are we really prepared?  

To prepare means to get ready for someone or something. When 

we prepare for Christmas, what are we preparing for? Guests, 

visits from long-distance 

relatives, Santa? We feel we are 

prepared if everything goes as 

planned. Our guests are well fed 

and happy. The children are well 

behaved and looking forward to 

Santa’s arrival. We are 

PREPARED! 

Let’s stop for just a minute and 

think. Are we prepared for Him? 

How can we prepare for Him? What do we prepare for Him? He, 

is the Lord of Lords, King of Kings. He has given us the greatest 



gift of all, His grace and mercy. He showed up in a nondescript 

manger and changed the world. How do we prepare for THAT?  

Scripture is constantly telling us to be prepared. Matthew tells us 

to “stay awake for you do not know what day your Lord is 

coming” (Matthew 24:42), and again in verse 44 “…you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect”. We are to be watchful and stand firm in the faith (1 

Corinthians 16:13). I don’t know about you, but this is quite 

overwhelming to me. I like to keep things simple. For me it boils 

down to one word. Love. That’s it. Love. Love brought the King of 

Kings down from heaven to a lowly manger. Love conquered sin 

and death on the cross. Love is all He asks of us and love is what 

we must give. 

Take one minute, right now. Close your eyes, open your heart and 

love. Breathe deep the breath of Christ in Christmas and know in 

His love you are PREPARED. 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 

the world you will have tribulation. But, take heart, I have 

overcome the world. John 16:33 

Susan M. Nieland 

December 11 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government 

will be upon his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6  

The scripture that sums up the season for me is Isaiah 9:6. 

Whenever I read it I can hear the strains of Handel’s Hallelujah 

Chorus. It brings before me in vivid imagery, the birth of Christ 

our Savior, in a humble stall. This is what was foretold. This is 

where Advent leads us. This is the true meaning of Christmas.  

We celebrate the saving grace of our Lord God who sent his son 

into the world to save us from our sin. We celebrate as we gather 

on Christmas Eve to share in the good news of Christ’s birth. We 



celebrate as we sing Silent Night to the shimmering glow of 

lighted candles in our sanctuary. We celebrate the birth of a man 

who was born to die so that we might be saved.  

Advent is a wonderful time to think about the greatness of 

Christmas and to prepare spiritually for the most joyous 

celebration in the Christian world. Unfortunately, that time to 

contemplate the wonder of Christmas is lost to many. Rather than 

using that time to relish the event that is coming, many become 

absorbed in the commercial trappings of this sacred time. Oh yes, 

we all succumb to that to some degree, with the shopping, the 

Christmas lights, the tinsel, the holiday parties. It becomes 

difficult to escape when Santa Claus, the elves, and Rudolph begin 

to appear in October.  

Thankfully, through it all, the love that Christmas symbolizes 

transcends the lawn decorations and the office parties. As 

Christians, we appreciate the love that caused God to give his 

only son for us and for our salvation.  

Advent is the season that precedes Christmas and in our own 

ways, in the midst of shopping, in the midst of watching a favorite 

holiday film, in the midst of wrapping too many presents, we can 

embrace Advent for what it offers us. Advent is our time to get 

ready to welcome the baby Jesus. Advent is our time to appreciate 

God’s love for us. Advent is the time when we prepare to show 

our love for Him. 

Dear Lord, 

We are blessed by your love and your gift of Christ Jesus as our 

Savior. Help us remember that Advent is a time for us to prepare 

and to ponder the wondrous joy of Christmas. Inspire us to love 

one another as you have loved us, being ever mindful of the joy of 

salvation that your love has brought us. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.  

Bob Barry 



December 12 

" For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Luke 12:34 

This reminds me of Thanksgiving when much of my extended 

family tries to get together. I am the oldest of seven children and 

now the oldest of this extended family. Three of my siblings live 

in Florida and we managed to gather 26 around the table. I got to 

enjoy the babies and toddlers of my nieces and nephews and to 

see family traits marching forward in the next generation.  

Dear Lord, Help us to freshly see the delights of this earth and our 

families through the new eyes. Let us be of help and comfort to 

those in need in both out families and community. Aid us in 

developing meaningful goals to help others. Amen 

Carroll Shephard 

  



December 13 

“…Do not be afraid…” Luke 1: 11-13a, Luke 1:28-30, Matthew 1:18-25 

This evening our black lab mix delivered a sharp bark and then 

looked deep into my eyes. She paused, waiting to see if I would 

respond. Holding her gaze, she began to hopefully wag her tail. I 

moved slightly, just the precursor to standing, and she raced to 

the door in glee, dancing in circles until I arrived. Sliding to a stop 

at my feet Lexi sat, lowered her head and waited for the leash. Off 

we went, me enjoying the cool air and Lexi enjoying the smells. 

Suddenly she stopped, and no amount of coaxing could get her 

moving again. I gave the leash a tug and like a slinky, her upper 

body stretched forward, but her hind quarters were planted 

firmly on the ground. “What’s the matter girl?” I asked. And then 

I heard the staccato sound of a roofer’s nail gun. Pop, pop…pop, 

pop, pop, pop. “Don’t be afraid.” I said.  

My mind flashed on the angels who appeared to Zechariah: “Then 

an angel of the Lord appeared to him…When Zechariah saw him, 

he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to 

him: ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.’” 

Mary: “The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are 

highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ Mary was greatly 

troubled…But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you 

have found favor with God.’”  

Joseph: “…an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 

your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’”  

We all have fears. What trials will my aging mother face in the 

days to come? How long will it take to apprehend the Seminole 

Heights sniper? Your turn. What stirs fear in your gut? As we 

light the Advent candles each week, let us remember that we are 



never alone in the darkness of our fears. Christ enters our fears, 

lighting the way, granting us courage, hope and even joy.  

Come Lord Jesus into our midst, into our fears. Let us never forget 

the depth of your love. Amen 

Connie Schmucker 

December 14 

“Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it,” (1 

Corinthians 12:27) 

Advent is a time of preparation and waiting for Jesus Christ. 

When I was younger, waiting was not easy. The waiting little kids 

are used to is for ‘wants’ like presents or fun trips you really want 

to go on.  

As I get older and grow in my faith, waiting has become more of a 

period of appreciation for all who take the time to help make what 

I am waiting for to happen. After attending the ELCA Youth 

Leadership Summit and hearing from speakers all over the 

country, I have learned the value of listening and the importance 

of true appreciation.  

Everyone has a story to tell and to listen to that story is possibly 

the best gift you can give someone. Because of this, I feel Advent 

is a period of not only waiting but of appreciation for what our 

Lord Jesus has done for us and what the Lord’s Word has taught 

us.  

Dear God, even in our time of wants and needs, let us not forget 

those who are more in need than us. Let us be thankful and 

appreciate everything that comes our way. Help us to be better 

listeners and to work together to become one body of Christ. Help 

us to understand our gifts you have given us and teach us how to 

use them properly. In your name we pray, Amen.  

Amanda Lawniczak 

  



December 15 

Living Out Loud 

A dark time 

A messiah…..When? 

Hope fading as dawn steals another night 

Another day spent waiting for the prophesied 

Where??…Why not now?? 

These are dark times. The news channels thriving on a “Ground 

Hog’s Day” loop of endless, unfortunate tales of gun violence, 

senseless loss of life, social dissent regarding civil rights and civil 

servants, and flawed national leadership. Nothing!! Nothing seems 

to be going well. ANYWHERE!! However, as people of faith, we 

know all is not lost. Our Lord excels at the Unexpected. 

Read the Word …  

Old women pregnant 

Orphans become royalty 

Flawed fishermen morph into faithful preachers  

A virgin gives birth to a child 

Tax collectors…despised…tapped by the hand of Jesus 

Just as he beckons us today 

To follow 

To follow 

And so in these dark times, we, who have been touched by 

the one true king at our baptism, are called to be God’s hope in 

the world. His work through us won’t be grandiose or flashy, but 

by living our faith “out loud” we can . . . 

Love our neighbor. 

Love our God. 

Love this earth He has placed us on 

Serve the poor 

Lift the lowly 

Feed the hungry 

Soothe the lonely 

Show mercy. 



Love justice. 

Proclaim truth 

   We believe in a God of Hope, no matter the shambles of the 

world. He excels at the unexpected. He will take tragedy, 

heartache, fear, and make ALL things work for good……in His 

time. Don’t become discouraged on the journey. Don’t be 

distracted by the new stories that shower us with hopelessness. 

Live out loud. Each time you mow your neighbor’s lawn or 

volunteer at a food bank or sing at a nursing home or work the 

kitchen at Metropolitan Ministries or load your teal bag for the 

Homeless Women’s Veteran’s Organization or help McCullough’s 

Group Home or lift up others in prayer, you dampen those gloomy, 

screaming headlines.  

   Meanwhile, we journey by faith, looking forward to the Good 

News of Easter morning. His resurrection giving us hope for 

ourselves and for the world…..that through faith, we too will 

rise…….. 

Again  

And again 

And again 

Even as we fail daily 

   The headlines scream despair. But we know HOPE. We know 

GRACE. His name is Jesus. We believe! We believe! 

We believe that our God will work His miraculous unexpected 

ways and heal this aching world while we live for Him “out loud” 

whenever we can.  

And we pray…… 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

Live in us so that we can live “out loud” for you everyday. 

Amen 

Amen 

Debra Pedonti, 2017 



December 17 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” Luke 

2:13-14a  

As we approach the end of the Calendar year, daylight becomes 

softer, twilight comes earlier, and our world is filled with the 

sights, aromas and sounds of Christmas. The sounds of the season 

- most are extraneous noise, some are happy secular tunes, and 

some are historic, spiritual carols. Popular carols like “Hark! The 

Harold Angels Sing,” "O Little Town of Bethlehem” and “Silent 

Night” have well known writers and lyricists. The stories of their 

creations are almost as familiar as the carols themselves. 

A favorite carol of mine, whose history is not so well known, is 

“Angels We Have Heard on High.” The history of “Angels We 

Have Heard on High” is obscure and mysterious. The carol is 

known to have been sung in the early nineteenth century, but was 

not published until 1855 in France. The chorus to “Angels We 

Have Heard on High” has its origin in the earliest Christian 

congregations prior to the reign of Constantine. It is even 

speculated that some of the earliest Christians who chanted the 

chorus may have known Jesus. The carol evolved in the 

monasteries of western Europe, and was preserved as a 

chant/carol into the 18th century.  

Thus, as we sing “Angels We Have Heard on High” this advent 

season, we will do well to appreciate its rich and mysterious past. 

Beginning with the angels’ 

proclamation to the 

Galilean shepherds, 

traveling from the early 

Christians through the 

monasteries of the dark and 

middle ages, into the 

churches and cathedrals of Renaissance Europe, and arriving in 

21st century America, we join the throngs of Christians past and 



present when we sing “Gloria in excelsis Deo.” We do more than 

prepare room for Jesus, we fill our hearts with the love he taught 

us. May we all carry that love beyond this Christmas season. 

Dear Jesus,  

Bless us this Advent season as we, with our Christian brothers 

and sisters in all times and in all places, sing “Glory to God in the 

Highest.” Let this jubilation be manifest in our stewardship of 

your world and our treatment of our fellow man. Amen. 

David Stuckwisch 

December 18 

 “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord 

require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God.” Micah 6:8 

The traditional meaning of Advent is of a time of preparation for 

the birth of the baby Jesus. We prepare our hearts and minds for 

the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This continues to be true 

throughout the ages of Christendom.  

This year I have been thinking of an additional meaning of 

Advent for me. It is the time of change from a God in the heavens 

trying to maintain a relationship with God’s creation – we who 

are flawed human beings – to the example of a living human who 

is also God, come to show us how we as humans can live as God 

intends us to live. Thus, it can be a time of re-birth for us as we try 

to live as followers of the teacher, rabbi and prophet the baby 

Jesus grew up to be. As Jesus said in John 10:10: “I am come that 

they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 

Living an abundant life means, to me, being in a loving 

relationship with God and my fellow humans – those within my 

wonderful church family and those outside – and letting that love 

spill over into my daily life. It means serving God and humans as 

best I can, being sure to preserve the dignity of all. It means 



practicing gratitude for all my rich blessings, including God’s 

family.  

It can be summed up in words a dear Muslim friend of mine uses 

as a signature on all her emails: “Look back and thank God, Look 

forward and trust God, Look around and serve God, Look within and 

find God.” 

As you go through the joys of the Advent season with family and 

friends, I wish for you a rebirth of the abundant life Jesus came to 

give us and a recommitment to being Jesus’ follower.  

Merry Christmas! 

Dear God,  

Thank you for loving us enough to send Jesus to teach us how to 

live. Help us to live out the words of the song, “In all I do, I honor 

You.” Amen 

Mickey Castor 

December 19 

The Best Things in Life are Worth Waiting For 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15: 13 

During the season of Advent, we prepare and wait for the birth of 

Jesus. In my house, we light candles on our Advent wreath each 

Sunday. This year, we made an Advent calendar at Luther 

Springs. Each day, we open a little baggie filled with a sweet treat. 

Just seeing all the candies that that have yet to be opened can be 

hard to wait for! It can be just as hard be patient for our gift of 

Jesus’ birth. But, remember, the best things in life are worth 

waiting for! Each time we light our candle on our Advent wreath, 

we know the hope, the peace, the joy and love we have through 

our Savior now and forever.  

Hannah Carrier 



December 20 

For nothing is impossible with God. Luke 1:37 

Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 

accomplished! Luke 1: 45   

These verses are from the famous passage of Gabriel coming to 

Mary, her visit to see Elizabeth and the glorious Magnificat. How 

would you respond if an angel suddenly appeared and greeted 

you? Would you be afraid? Troubled? Elated? I'd probably be 

shocked! As the eternal optimist, I don't think I'd worry, but I 

would be awed and probably rendered speechless. The phrase 

"nothing is impossible with God" appears frequently in the Bible. 

We humans are so quick to need proof; just trusting and believing 

can be so hard. But that is faith! 

Dear Lord, a visit from an angel may never happen to me, but I 

know you speak to me everyday through the Holy Spirit. May I 

strive to have faith like Mary, and believe everything You say to 

me will be, because nothing is impossible with you, Lord. You 

have already worked miracles in my small, ordinary life and I 

praise You Lord for it. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

Lisa Watson  

 



December 21 

 

Ruthie Sawyers 



December 22 

Prepare 

“Therefore, prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all 

your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is 

revealed.” 1Peter 1:13 

Advent is a busy time of preparation, but it can also be a time of 

spiritual growth, if we let it. One way to look at it, is that we are in 

a perpetual state of Advent, as we await the second coming of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. So, we must discipline ourselves to 

work on being prepared for the second coming. 

For me, I have always had a relationship with God, but it has not 

always been close, due to my many short comings. In the last year, 

I have been blessed with many opportunities to strengthen my 

relationship with the Lord through Bible Studies, time for 

personal study and devotion, Stephen Ministry training and 

fellowship with other believers. With God’s help, I have been 

more disciplined in my study of his word, but easily frustrated 

when I don’t understand it. I wish he would just wave a magic 

wand over my head, so his meaning would be revealed to me. As 

you can see, I still have a lot to learn!   

Through my personal “preparation" of study and prayer, I believe 

God has called me to action, in the form of the Stephen Ministry 

training, which I am a part of now. This study is reinforcing the 

journey for me and leaving the results to God.  

Finally, the word “hope” in the verse, means “faith” to me. I have 

faith in the grace given to me through Jesus Christ as I continue to 

prepare for his second coming. 

Lord, during this busy Advent season, help us always to prepare 

our hearts and minds for you. Help us to be faithfully disciplined 

to follow you and your ways. In Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  

Vicki Nidzgorski 



December 23 

What Do We Hope For? 

On that day the deaf shall hear  the words of a scroll,  

and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see.  

The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and the neediest people 

shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.  

For the tyrant shall be no more, and the scoffer shall cease to be;  

all those alert to do evil shall be cut off  Isaiah 29:18-20 

Just imagine the joy the people of Israel must have experienced 

when the prophet Isaiah told them that a new day was dawning. 

A day when the deaf shall hear and the blind shall see, and the 

tyrant will be gone and the arrogant be no more. Now, the 

Israelites , had something to look forward to, something better 

was ahead of them, they now had hope.  

What do you hope for?  For many of us I suspect the list would 

include good health, wealth and happiness. Maybe your hope like 

me is to finally lose a few pounds and get back in shape or that 

your friend or like me that your loved one’s cancer would go into 

complete remission. Also, that you might have a few less bills to 

pay each month or that you can be a better friend or spouse to 

those you love. All are certainly valid, but our number one hope 

and prayer ought to be that we have a better, deeper relationship 

with Christ and that our faith will continue to grow stronger each 

and every day?  As the words from Godspell ring out-“Day by 

day to see you more clearly, love you more dearly, follow more 

nearly” 

As we begin to settle into the joy filled season of Advent and 

prepare to welcome Jesus  into our lives, let’s find a quiet time to 

pray each day; and when we pray let’s not only reflect on who we 

are and how we treat others but, better yet, start our prayers with 

a request that God, first and foremost help to strengthen our faith 

and understanding in the power of his love for us. Then we can 



truly share in the joy that is found in this Advent season and in 

the hope of Christ’s Second Coming.  

Today, I choose to be hopeful. To see things not as they are but how I 

hope they ought to be. I choose to embrace my hurts, my anxieties, my 

doubts, my fears, and my faithlessness and to look within for your 

presence Lord. Strengthen my faith and understanding in the 

power of your love for me and give me peace. Day by day to see 

you more clearly, love you more dearly, follow you more nearly. 

Amen 

God bless you in your Advent journey 

Pr Richard 

December 24 

Lifting Up the Lowly 

Mary sings this song of praise AFTER the angel Gabriel announces that 

she will be the mother of Jesus, but BEFORE she gives birth. 

And Mary said …  

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  

  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 

servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty.  

He has helped his servant Israel, 



  in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

Who are the lowly who need to be lifted up? Few people, if any, 

are on top of the world all the time. Leaders can have low 

approval numbers; our trusted friends can have “low days”; 

parents, grandparents, lovers…all can experience days when they 

say “I’m done”. Those needing to be lifted up are all around us - 

perhaps the person next to you at work or school. Tonight, think 

about someone who needs to be lifted up; not just about those 

having a “holly, jolly Christmas”.  

Two sweet young girls, Laura and Leah, came bounding down the 

center aisle at church and gave me a hug – “Pastor John!” - 

accompanied by a smile that lit up the dark night that Wednesday 

Advent service at Central Lutheran Church in Dallas. Suddenly I 

didn’t feel so weary-worn, so frazzled, or so low. Someone had 

called me by my name. Someone had given me a hug. Someone, 

without packages, had given me a wonderful gift; the gift of love. 

Whatever our age, status, or station, you and I can be like the arms 

of God to lift up the lowly. We, like Mary, can magnify the Lord’s 

love in our world. 

Having given birth to God’s love that first Christmas night, Mary 

lifted up the baby Jesus, and placed him in a manger. Not in a 

gold-studded crib; not in designer clothes from Bloomingdales; 

not in a nursery furnished by Horchow. In the immediate 

surroundings in which she found herself, she lifted him up. What 

will be your gift of love today? A cup of hot chocolate, a phone 

call, an encouraging word, a silent action, a Christmas card, or 

visit to someone homebound? 

Heavenly Father, you love your world so much that you gave us 

the gift of your son, Jesus. Move in our hearts and lives today, so 

that we can love one another in simple ways, and lift each other 

up. Amen. 

John Hillmer 



  



 


