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“Water for Life” 
BY PASTOR JOHN HILLMER  

With ‘public worship’ cancelled for Sunday, March 15, that means no ‘public gathering 

at the well’ to draw from the source – God’s Living Water “Gospel: John 4”. What a 

perfect text! The Samaritan woman – ostracized, marginalized, disallowed to gather 

publically, socially with villagers to draw water. Not only is Jesus the “fountain of life” – 

the Living Water -  that wells up to become a ‘spring of eternal life’, but Jesus -  “living 

water”-  also frees us, vitalizes us to live fully & freely in his grace – whom God has 

made us to be. There’s a bit of a tone, a ‘note’ in what I say today, that is almost an 

apology to the ‘woman at the well’. Ostracized, I’ve always read her, as a sad or sinful 

sort, someone Jesus was kind to; someone Jesus embraced and ‘empowered’ , but a 

person notably ‘flawed’ who didn’t measure up, publicly, because she had ‘messed up’. 

I’m not alone in this ‘read’.  The ‘ol Baptist hymn/song about her, describes her as a 

women with ‘broken dreams’, for having lived her ‘wayward ways’. No doubt, a 

reference to her 5 husbands.  5 marriages? Marriages - - which, in those days could 

probably only have ended by each husband dying, or through divorce. But there are 

other ways to interpret this. In the ancient world, marriage was largely something ‘done’ 

to women – not something they chose. An ‘arrangement’.  Granted – marriage made all 

sorts of good sense:  economically;   for personal protection; for partnership through 

aging; and of course, there is the ‘love’ that could grow within a marriage. (And it also 

might not).    
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As a ‘married person’ myself, I’m daily grateful for what it makes possible in my life.   

But marriage isn’t for everyone. It’s not a fail-safe guarantee to a ‘better life’.  Not 

everyone enters into it.  (And nowhere in the Bible does it say that the ‘estate of 

marriage’ is better than ‘the single estate’.) And I wonder why this woman would be ‘5 

times married’ and ‘5 times divorced’ (though that’s an assumption that I make. We 

don’t KNOW that). In a small village, at a time when marriage and divorce were at the 

initiative of the man, why would someone continue to be both ‘sought after’ by men, 

and then rejected by them?                                    Sooo… 

My thoughts go to Shakespeare’s “The Taming of the Shrew”.  

Often Katherina is cast as an athletic/energetic woman on the rise.  Plot: 

courtship of Petruchio and Katherina, the headstrong, self-assured, capable and 

confident woman; yet labeled as a “shrew” to be tamed.  Initially, Katherina is an 

unwilling participant in the relationship; however, Petruchio "tames" her with various 

psychological torments, such as keeping her from eating and drinking, until she 

becomes a desirable, compliant, and obedient bride. The subplot – “competition 

between suitors” – the suitors of Katherina's younger sister, Bianca, who is seen as the 

"ideal" woman. The question of whether the play is misogynistic has become the 

subject of considerable controversy, particularly among modern scholars. 

The Taming of the Shrew has been adapted many times for stage, screen, opera, ballet, 

and musical theatre; perhaps the most famous adaptations being Cole Porter's Kiss Me, 

Kate: or John Wayne and Maureen O'Hara in  McLintock!,  the 1963  western / comedy 

film, Then there is the 1999 high school comedy film 10 Things I Hate About You  -  

also loosely based on the play. But in every production, Katharina is a powerful woman, 

a force of nature, and elevated to the point of perhaps being ‘rude’. 

As for the ‘woman at the well’…well, I imagine her as beautiful and powerful. Smart as 

a whip! And therefore frustrating - to those who might have wanted to yoke her – and 

keep her yoked - in marriage. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petruchio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katherina_(Kate)_Minola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subplot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bianca_Minola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misogyny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cole_Porter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiss_Me,_Kate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiss_Me,_Kate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wayne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maureen_O%27Hara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McLintock!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10_Things_I_Hate_About_You
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             But she doesn’t frustrate Jesus. 

Jesus finds her ‘an equal’ for conversation; someone who can ‘hold her own’ in a tete-a-

tete  exchange. Someone whose charisma is so compelling that the two of them were 

locked in this riveting dialogue - - in the heat of the noon-day-sun.  In a place of 

isolation, and social distance. 

Jesus, doesn’t seem to come across a lot of equals. Pharisee? Jesus would often ‘silence 

them in a flash’.  But this woman – pressed on! 

She isn’t just compelling, but compelled by Jesus, she is engaged! – In full knowledge – 

of who she is in relation to him.  (“How is it that you – a Jew – ask a drink of me – a 

woman of Samaria?)   She is fully aware of the division – the social distancing – the 

isolation; as well as the right she has to be at this well – a gift from the common 

ancestor, Jacob. 

And even more – Jesus finds in her an unmatched potential as a preacher! 

By the time the disciples return with food for Jesus, he is no longer hungry, no longer 

interested in the food they have to offer, because he’s now full of the food that actually 

fulfills - doing and completing God’s work in the world; to finish the creation that, 

according to the full sweep of the theology of this gospel, began in the beginning but 

“is not yet finished”.  John’s Gospel has it that the work of creation is ongoing!  The 

time of rest / completion / fulfillment  is ‘yet to come’;  and the laboring toward this  

‘perfect end’, completed, fulfilled creation,  is itself  ‘sustenance’;  “Living Water”;  

“Fulfilling food”.   The ‘fields are white and ready for reaping now’! 

The woman - Jesus - and “WE” are awakened to this truth. 

The ‘Water that brings Life’ is HERE!      NOW!     DRINK UP!  

She also awakens most of her village to the presence of the 

‘savior of the world’. This Living Water. They believe -- because of her testimony; and 

then because they experience it for themselves, his abiding/dwelling continues with 

them for the next two days. 
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In the early church, this woman - the Samaritan Woman at the well - 

is often given the description of being “The 1st Evangelist”. 

An Evangelist – one who proclaims the Gospel!   Good News!  

     -not Matthew, Mark, Luke or John as the first.   Not Peter, not Paul… 

 but this un-named woman.  The FIRST – to go and tell the good news. 

May her life – be a picture of God’s love in action for you! 

  (Her life – and the water of Jesus’ presence that revived her.) 

To follow Christ, is to tap into the deep reservoir of God’s truth, 

and love, and grace.  Whether we draw ‘publicly’ from the well.  

Or whether as today, we must practice social distancing (COVID 19). 

So again… “I apologize”, dear woman at the well – “for not always seeing in you your 

great strength, and truth, and faith.” 

And to each of us today – may we keep our eyes open, for people such as her –   that 

we too, might see and receive such “water for life.” 

Drink deeply.    Amen. 


