
Sunday, April 26, 2020 - Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They 

had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in 

the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is 

broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
 

Easter Acclamation 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.    Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters at creation. You water 

the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your people Israel 

from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them 

across the river Jordan to the promised land.    Blessed be God, now and forever. 

 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall 

not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He 

sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Blessed 

be God, now and forever. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away our sin in your cleansing water of grace; clothe the baptized with Christ; and 

claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized 

in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Thanks 

be to God! Amen! Alleluia! 
 

Song: “Behold Our God” 
 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that 

we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  AMEN. 
 

Message for the Children 
 

Psalm: Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19 
1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. 
  4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
12How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me? 

 13I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 
4I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. 

 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants. 
16O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my 

bonds. 

 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the LORD.  
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people, 

 19in the courts of the LORD‘s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  Hallelujah!  
 

Gospel: Luke: 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized 

among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 



 L.  The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the 24th chapter.  

 C.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 

 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village 

called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 15While  

they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They 

stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger 

in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What 

things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 

God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 

crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 

day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 

early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 

seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 

just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 

these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 

them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he 

walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 

evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and 

he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has 

risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 

been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

   P.  The gospel of the Lord.     C.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

Sermon                                                  “On the Road.  At the Table.”                                   Rev. John S. Hillmer 
 

Hymn: “Day of Arising”ELW 374 
 

Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Easter 3 

Lifted up by the resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places, and pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

For modern day disciples - and those whose hearts burn with love for the gospel; that they are empowered to tell 

the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality. 

   Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

For the natural world, in all its diversity, richness, and splendor; that we might tend and nurture your garden, O 

God. 

  Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 

For broken systems we have inherited, O God, that pit nation against nation, and race against race. Redeem us 

from cycles of exclusion and violence. 

   Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 

For the faith formation ministries of this congregation: Confirmation,   youth group, Sunday School, first 

communion, Bible studies, those preparing for baptism, and adult education -learners of every age and ability; and 

all this being carried out through remote learning and online resources.  Thank you for our staff as they do their 

work so well and so diligently. 

   Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

We call upon your healing name O God, to give rest and renewal. Walk with us; stay with us; abide with us.  We 

pray especially for the hungry, the weary, those with mounting anxiety because of housing, job or income. Those 

at the edge of despair.  We pray for health, and strength, and healing -   body, mind and spirit.  We pray especially 

for _______  

  Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 

We remember the saints:  the faithful ones through the ages who in both life and death embodied your gracious 

love. Especially today, Catherine of Siena, died 1380 – theologian of the church. Catherine was the first 

woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor teacher’ of the Church." Catherine - a Dominican 

sister known for her mystical visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned.  May 
we also, embody your gracious love in this world, even as we look forward to the hope of new life to come.  

Into your hands O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy.  Through Christ our Lord, we 

pray. 

AMEN. 
 

Lords Prayer 

 
 

Song: “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

 



Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your 

mourning into dancing.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  AMEN. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” ELW 377 

 

Prayers for the week of April 26th:   

**Condolences and prayers for Bob Barry and his family as they mourn the death of Bob’s Aunt, Yvonne Wabrek.  She was  

     diagnosed with COVID-19 last Friday and passed this past Tuesday, 4/21/20.  Yvonne was 93 years old. 

**Prayers of thanksgiving that Joan Jesse has been transferred to rehab. 

**Prayers of thanksgiving that Bill Ray’s past surgery was successful. 

**Prayers for Bob & Kim Barry’s daughter, Courtney on her surgery this Wednesday, April 22, 2020. 

 

Continued prayers for: 

Molly Martinez,  Alice Werberig, Gregory Gauthier, Barbara Pilcher, Joan Jesse, Ruth Rahman, Bill Daily, Kathy 

Crouthamel, Richey Andree, Betty Freshcorn, Troy Brueggemeier, Mike Campbell, Joan Beeman, Pedro Pizarro and Richard 

& Sandy Taylor. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Readings and Psalm for next Sunday, May 3, 2020: 

 
Acts 2:42-47  
The believers’ common life 

 

Psalm 23  
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

  

1 Peter 2:19-25  
Follow the shepherd, even in suffering 

 

John 10:1-10  
Christ the shepherd 
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