
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P. Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

 let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P. We thank you, risen Christ, 

 for the Baptismal waters where you make us new, 

 leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

 We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

 in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

 like rains to our thirsting earth, 

 like streams that revive our souls, 

 like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 

P. Breathe your peace into the church when we hide in fear.   

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

 Make us one, risen Christ. 

 Cleanse our hearts. 

 Shower us with life. 
 

 To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 

C. AMEN. 
 

The Gloria (spoken) 

Assisting Minister:    Glory to God in the highest,  

C.  and peace to God’s people on earth. 
AM. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 Glory to God in the highest,  

C. and peace to God’s people on earth. 
AM. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   

 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

 have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

 Glory to God in the highest,  

C. and peace to God’s people on earth. 
AM. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

 Glory to God in the highest,  

C. and peace to God’s people on earth.   AMEN. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

   P. The Lord be with you. 

   C. And also with you. 

   P. Let us pray.  Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you 

protect us from evil.  By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C. AMEN.             

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Led by Jim Sawyers 

 

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17,21-16 
15

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and 

said, 
16

“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became 

a guide for those who arrested Jesus—
17

for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
21

So one 



of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22

beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his 

resurrection.” 
23

So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
24

Then they 

prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
25

to take the place in 

this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26

And they cast lots for them, and the lot 

fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

L.  The Word of the Lord.     C.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: 1 
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 
2
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  

 
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 
4
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 
5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 
6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

 

Special Music                                                  “Our God”                                          Joyringers and Jason Carrier, solo 

by Tomlin, Reeves, Myrin, Redman – Arranged by Peggy Bettcher 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

All: Alleluia.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.  Alleluia!  (John 20:29) 
 

Gospel:   John 17:6-19 
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus prayed: 

6
“Heavenly Father, I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7
Now they know that everything you have given me is from 

you; 
8
for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
9
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but 

on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10

All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 

glorified in them. 
11

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
12

While I was with them, I 

protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 

be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
13

But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that 

they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 
14

I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because 

they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
15

I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I 

ask you to protect them from evil. 
16

They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17

Sanctify them in 

the truth; your word is truth. 
18

As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
19

And for their sakes I 

sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

L.  The gospel of the Lord.     C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                               “The Power of Truth”                                           Rev. John S. Hillmer 
 

Hymn of the Day                                                “All Are Welcome”                                                            ELW #641 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.    

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

 



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.   AMEN. 
 

Prayers of Intercession    
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in 

steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s 

body. Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem with life, forests reach up to praise 

you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations 

and all in authority in your grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Source of all life and healing, we pray for those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, rejected, or sick. Grant healing 

and love to all in need (especially)……..Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. 

 **Prayers of Joy and thanksgiving for the gift of life!  A baby girl, Vivian Maxine, born to Jamie & Lisa 

       Roberts.  Proud grandparents, Mary & Garry Bruegemeier. 

 **Fervent prayers for Dora & Ralph Hepner, facing many obstacles and life-challenges. 

 **Prayers for a full recovery for Alice Fasts’ brother who had bladder surgery from extensive cancer. 

**Prayers for Joe DiGrazia, Jacci & Mike’s son’s father-in-law, had a foot amputated and will be receiving  

      a prosthesis soon. 

 **Prayers for Linda Chadwick, Mickey Castors friend who is not wanting to live anymore and Rob Larmon 

       (son of another good friend of Mickey’s)  who had a massive stroke at age 60 w/ brain surgery. 

 **Prayers for Jim Lamoree, Maggie Gould’s brother. 

 **Prayers for Laura Shepherd’s brother-in-law Claire whose Alzheimer's condition is worsening and friends  

      David Painter dealing with lung cancer and Charlie Darte who is on chemo again. 

 

Continued prayers for: 
Greg Whalen (Maggie Gould’s friend), Diana Otterness, Rev. Wayne Gollenberg, Baby Ethan Austin, Brian McGlone (friend 

of the Shaws), Ryan Gould, Ellen Pickett (Dave Davies Cousin), Laura Shepherd’s sister in law-Peggy, Joan & Richard 

Beeman, Robin Valder, Carol Trent, Kathy Crouthamel, Virginia Tonkyro, Henry Jaroszewski (Peggy Falor’s brother), Tom 

Roberts, A.J. & Kenny Beckwith, John Arnaldi, Sonia Lafe & son Michael, Rudy Decker, Milee Dietrich, Anita Hans, Betty 

Freshcorn, Peter Swift, Troy Brueggemeier, Judy Shaw, Mike Campbell, Eric Dental, Ron Lofgren, Richard Andree, Richard 

Andree Sr., Ruth Rahman, John Heckman, Judy Hensch, Pastor Fred Rengstorf. 
 

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting one another. Give us thankful 

hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
 

Announcements 
 
 

 

 



☩    The Altar Table is prepared.    ☩ 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P.  The Lord be with you.    C.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 

P.  Lift up your hearts.     C.  WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD. 

P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C.  IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
 

Words of Institution 

Almighty God, you so loved the world that you gave your only son, who in his life and teaching, healing and serving, in his 

suffering and dying, and especially in his rising and ascending, reflected your perfect love. We give you thanks for his coming into 

the world to fulfill your will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

1
st
 Holy Communion 

 

Reagan Heisler and Finley Heisler  
 

Benediction 
P.  The Lord Bless you and keep you, 

          The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, 

 The Lord lift his countenance upon you, and ☩ give you peace. 

C.   AMEN. 
 

Sending Hymn                                                 “Be Thou My Vision”                                                     ELW #793 
 

Dismissal 

A.  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 

C.  Thanks be to God!   

 

 

 

Readings for Sunday, May 23, 2021 
 

Acts 2:1-21 
Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds 

 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 

 

Romans 8:22-27 
Praying with the Spirit 

 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Christ sends the Spirit of truth 
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